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Dear Sirs
 
Application by AQUIND Limited for an Order granting Development Consent for the AQUIND Interconnector Project (PINS
reference: EN020022)
 
Notification of Request to participate in Open Floor Hearing, Compulsory Acquisition Hearing, and Draft DCO Hearing
 
Submitted on behalf of Mr. Michael Jefferies and Mrs Sandra Jeffries (Registration Identification Number: 20025044) in relation
to Deadline 1 of the Examination Timetable
 
We act for Mr Michael Jefferies and Mrs Sandra Jefferies.
 
Please see our letter, attached, in relation to the above.
 
Kind regards,
 
Adrian Noviss
Associate
For and on behalf of Blake Morgan LLP
 
Read the firm's COVID information page here: https://www.blakemorgan.co.uk/covid-19/
Find information on our Planning team here: https://www.blakemorgan.co.uk/service/planning-lawyers/
Read the team's latest Planning Blog here: https://www.blakemorgan.co.uk/planning-applications-during-covid-19-avoid-constitutional-
pitfalls/

DDI:  ​023 8085 7431 F: 0844 620 3401 E: Adrian.Noviss@blakemorgan.co.uk
New Kings Court, Tollgate, Chandler's Ford, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO53 3LG +44 (0) 23 8090 8090 DX 155850 Eastleigh 7 www.blakemorgan.co.uk

​​If you are due to meet any member of the firm in person, please contact them so that they can make alternative arrangements, where appropriate. We
hope that you understand the need for this precautionary measure due to the developing COVID-19 situation and thank you for your assistance.
 
We are here to help and support you during this difficult time. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch at any time or access
our coronavirus guidance.
​
​CYBERCRIME ALERT:  E-mail and other forms of non-face to face communication enable individuals to easily disguise their true identity, often for dishonest purposes. 
 
Do not assume a telephone call, a text or an email is genuine. Unless you are absolutely sure of the identity of the person communicating with you – particularly where instructions
or requests concerning money are made -  you should independently verify it.  If you receive a request purporting to come from Blake Morgan asking you to send monies to a bank
account that is different from the one that we have told you of, it is likely to be fraudulent.  Please speak to us to confirm bank details supplied before transferring any money.  Blake
Morgan cannot be held responsible if you transfer money into an incorrect account. ​
​
The contents of this e-mail are not intended to create any contract between the parties and insofar as the terms of any arrangements or agreement between the parties, any offer
being made or the acceptance of any offer made by any other party are contained in this e-mail and/or any signature on this e-mail (typed, hand written or otherwise) then such e-
mail is not intended to create a legally binding relationship unless the specific contrary intention is stated in the body of the e-mail. ​
​
​Blake Morgan LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales under registered number OC392078 whose registered office is at New Kings Court, Tollgate,
Chandler's Ford, Eastleigh, Hampshire, SO53 3LG.  It is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority whose rules can be accessed via www.sra.org.uk. 

This email and any attachments are confidential, legally privileged and protected by copyright. If you are not the intended recipient, dissemination or copying of this email is
prohibited. If you have received this in error, please notify the sender by replying by email and then delete the email completely from your system.

Where the content of this email is personal or otherwise unconnected with the firm's or its clients' business, Blake Morgan LLP accepts no responsibility or liability for such content.

Internet email may be susceptible to data corruption, interception and unauthorised amendment over which we have no control. Whilst sweeping all outgoing email for viruses, we do
not accept liability for the presence of any computer viruses in this email or any losses caused as a result of viruses.

A full list of our members is available at all our offices. The term "partner" refers to a member of Blake Morgan LLP.

Personal information that we obtain or hold about individuals is processed in accordance with our Privacy Policy.
​​
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Dear Sirs 


Application by AQUIND Limited for an Order granting Development Consent for the AQUIND 
Interconnector Project (PINS reference: EN020022) 
Notification of Request to participate in Open Floor Hearing, Compulsory Acquisition Hearing, and 
Draft DCO Hearing on behalf of Mr. Michael Jefferies and Mrs. Sandra Jefferies (Registration 
Identification Number: 20025044) 
Submitted in relation to Deadline 1 of the Examination Timetable 


Mr Michael Jefferies and Mrs Sandra Jefferies (our "Clients") jointly own the freehold interest in Hillcrest, Old 
Mill Lane, Denmead, PO8 0SN (the "Land"). The Land is situated within the Converter Station Area (Works 
No.2).  Their freehold interest is covered by plots 1-11, 1-13, 1-15, 1-16, 1-17, 1-19, 1-23 and 1-24 


We refer to your letter dated 15 September 2020 issued in connection with Section 89 of The Planning Act 2008 
and Rules 8, 9 & 13 of The Infrastructure Planning (Examination Procedure) ("Rule 8 Letter"). 


Open Floor Hearings (OFH1 / OFH2) 


The Rule 8 Letter requires notification as to whether our Clients wish to speak at one of the Open Floor Hearings.  


We confirm that our Clients wish to speak at Open Floor Hearing 1 (scheduled for Monday 7 December at 10:00 
hrs), but they can also make themselves available to speak at Open Floor Hearing 2 (scheduled for Monday 7 
December at 18:30 hrs) if there is a high demand to speak at Open Floor Hearing 1.   


Whilst formal written representations are being submitted on their behalf setting out legal and other technical 
arguments, our Clients feel it is vital to personally present their position using their own "layman's" terms. The 
proposals are going to have a direct and significant impact on our Clients' lives and livelihoods, which makes it 
a very personal matter to them. Our Clients will be losing part of their farm and business.  Our Clients would like 
a platform from which they can express directly to the Examining Authority the personal, sociological and 
emotional impacts the proposals will have on them.  As the nature of open floor hearings is to give an opportunity 
to affected parties to speak directly and personally to the Examining Authority, this would be an appropriate 
forum for our Clients.  
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Compulsory Acquisition Hearings (CAH1 / CAH2) 


The Rule 8 Letter also requires notification as to whether our Clients wish to speak at one of the Compulsory 
Acquisition Hearings. Our Clients are Affected Persons, and as such we would like to reserve our Client's position 
and right to speak (through Blake Morgan LLP).  


The Promoter proposes to permanently compulsorily acquire 10,074 square metres of our Clients' Land (plot 1-
23) and compulsorily acquire new permanent landscaping rights over 2,778 square metres (plot numbers 1-11, 
1-13, 1-15, 1-16, 1-17, 1-19, and 1-24). 


We confirm that Blake Morgan LLP and where necessary, Ian Judd & Partners (as Land and Compulsory 
Purchase agents for our Clients), would like to reserve a right to speak at Compulsory Acquisition Hearing 2 
("CAH 2") (scheduled for Friday 11 December at 10:00 hrs). We are also available to speak at Compulsory 
Acquisition Hearing 1 ("CAH1") (scheduled for Thursday 10 December at 10:00 hrs) if there is a high demand to 
speak at CAH2, although we note that CAH1 is principally aimed at the Promoter, local authorities and statutory 
bodies.   


We have through our Clients' Written Representations (submitted at Deadline 1) identified serious concerns 
about the need for and scope of permanent compulsory acquisition powers of the freehold interest, and powers 
establishing new landscaping rights in relation to the Land within the Order Limits. We would wish to discuss the 
following issues: 


1. Whether the power to compulsorily acquire the entire freehold interest in plot 1-23 can be amended (and for 
related amendments to be made where necessary to the Book of Reference and Land Plans) in relation to our 
Client so that:  


a) It is subject to alternative options depending on whether Option B(i) or Option B(ii) is chosen for the 
converter station; and  


b) It is reduced so that it only covers the footprint of the converter station under Option B(i) that falls 
within plot 1-23; and  


c) It does not apply to our Client's freehold interest within plot 1-23 should Option B(ii) for the converter 
station be selected. Under Option B(ii), neither the footprint of the converter station or related 
embankment works will fall within plot 1-23. 


 
2. The justification for the need for permanent landscaping rights over certain hedgerows. The parts of the Land 
over which permanent landscaping rights are proposed already consist of established hedgerows including 
species-rich, "Important Hedgerows." The Promoter has failed to explain why it requires permanent landscaping 
rights over those parts of hedgerows HR05 and HR06 that run perpendicular to the converter station and offer 
no screening value (plots 1-15, 1-17, 1-19 and 1-24).  Any such rights should be limited to short sections of 
hedgerow. Our Clients are also of the view that the proposed list of permanent landscaping rights far exceed 
those that are needed for the anticipated management of these hedgerows.  


At this stage of the Examination, the above issues are relevant to CAH2 because they relate to the applicability 
to and extent of proposed compulsory acquisition powers as they affect our Clients' freehold interests. We do 
not know at present whether these issues will be addressed sufficiently and to our Clients' satisfaction by the 
Promoter through written representations, or whether our Clients would have entered into a voluntary 
arrangement with the Promoter (as very slow progress is being made by the Promoter in that regard too) by the 
time of CAH2. As we are being asked to confirm participation at hearings at this stage, we would therefore like 
to reserve our Clients' position and right as an Affected Person to speak (through Blake Morgan LLP) at CAH2 
in relation to the above issues. 
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Draft DCO Hearing – 9 December 2020 at 10:00 hrs 


The Rule 8 Letter also requires notification as to whether our Clients wish to speak at the draft DCO Hearing 
scheduled for 10:00 hrs on Wednesday 9 December 2020. 


We would like to only observe this hearing and not speak at it on our Clients' behalf.   


Yours faithfully 


 


Blake Morgan LLP 
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53949868.1  

The Planning Inspectorate  
National Infrastructure Planning  
Temple Quay House  
2 The Square  
Bristol  
BS1 6PN 
 
 

 

New Kings Court 

Tollgate 

Chandler's Ford 

Eastleigh SO53 3LG 

 

DX 155850 Eastleigh 7 

 

DDI: 023 8085 7431 

T: 023 8090 8090 

F: 0844 620 3401 

E: adrian.noviss@blakemorgan.co.uk 

www.blakemorgan.co.uk 

By email only: aquind@planninginspectorate.gov.uk  
 

  

 
Our ref: 00609574/000001 

6 October 2020 
  

 
  

Dear Sirs 

Application by AQUIND Limited for an Order granting Development Consent for the AQUIND 
Interconnector Project (PINS reference: EN020022) 
Notification of Request to participate in Open Floor Hearing, Compulsory Acquisition Hearing, and 
Draft DCO Hearing on behalf of Mr. Michael Jefferies and Mrs. Sandra Jefferies (Registration 
Identification Number: 20025044) 
Submitted in relation to Deadline 1 of the Examination Timetable 

Mr Michael Jefferies and Mrs Sandra Jefferies (our "Clients") jointly own the freehold interest in Hillcrest, Old 
Mill Lane, Denmead, PO8 0SN (the "Land"). The Land is situated within the Converter Station Area (Works 
No.2).  Their freehold interest is covered by plots 1-11, 1-13, 1-15, 1-16, 1-17, 1-19, 1-23 and 1-24 

We refer to your letter dated 15 September 2020 issued in connection with Section 89 of The Planning Act 2008 
and Rules 8, 9 & 13 of The Infrastructure Planning (Examination Procedure) ("Rule 8 Letter"). 

Open Floor Hearings (OFH1 / OFH2) 

The Rule 8 Letter requires notification as to whether our Clients wish to speak at one of the Open Floor Hearings.  

We confirm that our Clients wish to speak at Open Floor Hearing 1 (scheduled for Monday 7 December at 10:00 
hrs), but they can also make themselves available to speak at Open Floor Hearing 2 (scheduled for Monday 7 
December at 18:30 hrs) if there is a high demand to speak at Open Floor Hearing 1.   

Whilst formal written representations are being submitted on their behalf setting out legal and other technical 
arguments, our Clients feel it is vital to personally present their position using their own "layman's" terms. The 
proposals are going to have a direct and significant impact on our Clients' lives and livelihoods, which makes it 
a very personal matter to them. Our Clients will be losing part of their farm and business.  Our Clients would like 
a platform from which they can express directly to the Examining Authority the personal, sociological and 
emotional impacts the proposals will have on them.  As the nature of open floor hearings is to give an opportunity 
to affected parties to speak directly and personally to the Examining Authority, this would be an appropriate 
forum for our Clients.  
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Compulsory Acquisition Hearings (CAH1 / CAH2) 

The Rule 8 Letter also requires notification as to whether our Clients wish to speak at one of the Compulsory 
Acquisition Hearings. Our Clients are Affected Persons, and as such we would like to reserve our Client's position 
and right to speak (through Blake Morgan LLP).  

The Promoter proposes to permanently compulsorily acquire 10,074 square metres of our Clients' Land (plot 1-
23) and compulsorily acquire new permanent landscaping rights over 2,778 square metres (plot numbers 1-11, 
1-13, 1-15, 1-16, 1-17, 1-19, and 1-24). 

We confirm that Blake Morgan LLP and where necessary, Ian Judd & Partners (as Land and Compulsory 
Purchase agents for our Clients), would like to reserve a right to speak at Compulsory Acquisition Hearing 2 
("CAH 2") (scheduled for Friday 11 December at 10:00 hrs). We are also available to speak at Compulsory 
Acquisition Hearing 1 ("CAH1") (scheduled for Thursday 10 December at 10:00 hrs) if there is a high demand to 
speak at CAH2, although we note that CAH1 is principally aimed at the Promoter, local authorities and statutory 
bodies.   

We have through our Clients' Written Representations (submitted at Deadline 1) identified serious concerns 
about the need for and scope of permanent compulsory acquisition powers of the freehold interest, and powers 
establishing new landscaping rights in relation to the Land within the Order Limits. We would wish to discuss the 
following issues: 

1. Whether the power to compulsorily acquire the entire freehold interest in plot 1-23 can be amended (and for 
related amendments to be made where necessary to the Book of Reference and Land Plans) in relation to our 
Client so that:  

a) It is subject to alternative options depending on whether Option B(i) or Option B(ii) is chosen for the 
converter station; and  

b) It is reduced so that it only covers the footprint of the converter station under Option B(i) that falls 
within plot 1-23; and  

c) It does not apply to our Client's freehold interest within plot 1-23 should Option B(ii) for the converter 
station be selected. Under Option B(ii), neither the footprint of the converter station or related 
embankment works will fall within plot 1-23. 

 
2. The justification for the need for permanent landscaping rights over certain hedgerows. The parts of the Land 
over which permanent landscaping rights are proposed already consist of established hedgerows including 
species-rich, "Important Hedgerows." The Promoter has failed to explain why it requires permanent landscaping 
rights over those parts of hedgerows HR05 and HR06 that run perpendicular to the converter station and offer 
no screening value (plots 1-15, 1-17, 1-19 and 1-24).  Any such rights should be limited to short sections of 
hedgerow. Our Clients are also of the view that the proposed list of permanent landscaping rights far exceed 
those that are needed for the anticipated management of these hedgerows.  

At this stage of the Examination, the above issues are relevant to CAH2 because they relate to the applicability 
to and extent of proposed compulsory acquisition powers as they affect our Clients' freehold interests. We do 
not know at present whether these issues will be addressed sufficiently and to our Clients' satisfaction by the 
Promoter through written representations, or whether our Clients would have entered into a voluntary 
arrangement with the Promoter (as very slow progress is being made by the Promoter in that regard too) by the 
time of CAH2. As we are being asked to confirm participation at hearings at this stage, we would therefore like 
to reserve our Clients' position and right as an Affected Person to speak (through Blake Morgan LLP) at CAH2 
in relation to the above issues. 
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Draft DCO Hearing – 9 December 2020 at 10:00 hrs 

The Rule 8 Letter also requires notification as to whether our Clients wish to speak at the draft DCO Hearing 
scheduled for 10:00 hrs on Wednesday 9 December 2020. 

We would like to only observe this hearing and not speak at it on our Clients' behalf.   

Yours faithfully 

Blake Morgan LLP 




